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item characteristic curves, models, and parameter estimation. 
Lord, F. M., & Novick, M. R. (1968). Statistical theories of mental 

test scores. Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley. 
Chapters 16-20 present a mathematically sophisticated treatment 

of IRT, including Allan Birnbaum's introduction of logistic response 
models. 
Mislevy, R. J., & Bock, R. D. (1984). BILOG I (Version 2.2). Moores­

ville, IN: Scientific Software. 
Users manual for BILOG, a marginal maximum likelihood logistic 

model estimation program. 
Warm, T. A. (1978). A primer of item response theory (Tech. Rep. 

No. 941078). Oklahoma City, OK: U.S. Coast Guard Institute. 
An introductory text that utilizes a nonmathematical approach to 

the fundamentals of IRT; quite readable for a novice. 
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and computerized adaptive testing. New York: Academic Press. 
Sections on parameter estimating, including robustness and person­

to-model fit. Mathematical demands vary. 
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5 (Version 1.0). Princeton, NJ: Educational Testing Service. 
A joint maximum likelihood logistic model estimation program. 
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ment. Chicago, IL: MESA. 
Concentrates on the Rasch model; includes example of item calibra­

tion by hand, model fit, and discussion of BICAL. 

Teaching Aids Are Available 

A set of teaching aids, designed by Deborah Harris 
to complement her ITEMS module, "Comparison of 1-, 
2-, and 3-Parameter IRT Models," is available at cost 
from NCME. These teaching aids contain a set of item 
responses for 200 people to 14 items, along with the 
a, b, and c parameters and the e values. As long as they 
are available, they can be obtained by sending $2.00 
to: Teaching Aids, ITEMS Module #7, NCME, 1230 
17th St., NW, Washington, DC 20036. 
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Measurement Series (ITEMS) 

About ITEMS 
The purpose of the Instructional Topics in Educational Mea­

surement Series (ITEMS) is to improve the understanding 
of educational measurement principles. These materials are 
designed for use by college faculty and students as well as 
by workshop leaders and participants. 

This series is the outcome of an NCME Task Force estab­
lished in 1985 in response to a perceived need for materials 
to improve the communication and understanding of educa­
tional measurement principles. The committee is chaired by 
Al Oosterhof, Florida State University. Other members of 
the committee are Fred Brown, Iowa State University; Jason 
Millman, Cornell University; and Barbara S. Plake, Univer­
sity of Nebraska. 

Topics for the series were identified from the results of a 
survey of a random sample of NCME �m�e�m�~�e�r�s�.� Authors were 
selected from persons either responding to a call for authors 
that appeared in Educational Measurement: Issues and Prac­
tice or through individual contacts by the committee mem­
bers. Currently, 17 authors are involved in developing mod­
ules. EM was selected as the dissemination vehicle for the 
ITEMS modules. Modules will appear, in a serial fashion, in 
future issues of EM. Barbara S. Plake is serving as editor 
of the series. 

Each instructional unit consists of two parts, (1) instructional 
module" and (2) teaching aids. The instructional modules, 
which will appear in EM, are designed to be learner-oriented. 
Each module consists of an abstract, tutorial content, a set 
of exercises including a self-test, and annotated references. 
The instructional modules are designed to be homogeneous 
in structure and length. The teaching aids, available at cost 
from NCME, are designed to complement the instructional 
modules in teaching and/or workshop settings. These aids will 
consist of tips for teaching, figures or masters from which 
instructors can produce transparencies, group demonstra­
tions, additional annotated references, and/ or test items sup­
plementing those included within the learner's instructional 
unit. The instructional module and teaching aids for an in­
structional unit are developed by the same author. 

To maximize the availability and usefulness of the ITEMS 
materials, permission is hereby granted to make multiple pho­
tocopies of ITEMS materials for instructional purposes. The 
publication format of ITEMS in EM was specifically chosen 
with ease of photocopying in mind, as the modules appear 
in consecutive, text-dedicated pages. 

The expectation of the Task Force, the editors of EM, and 
NCME is that these modules will be useful in a variety of 
educational settings. In cooperation with the authors in the 
series and ad hoc reviewers for the series, this team brings 
this new series to the NCME readership. If the efforts and 
enthusiasm of the persons involved in developing, reviewing, 
and publishing the ITEMS materials is an indication, the 
series should make a vital contribution to the educational 
measurement training literature. 
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